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 COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Mayor David Dermer and    Date: April 9, 2003 

Members of the City Commission 
 
From: Jorge M. Gonzalez 

City Manager 
 
Subject: REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING OF 

MARCH 25, 2003 
  
  
A Meeting of the Community Affairs Committee was held on Tuesday, March 25, 2003. 
Commissioner Simon Cruz called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m.  Vice-Mayor Luis R. 
Garcia, Jr., and Commissioners Saul Gross, Matti Herrera Bower and Richard Steinberg were 
in attendance.  City staff from various departments and interested persons from the community 
were also in attendance. An attendance sheet for the meeting is attached hereto. 

 
 
 OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
 1. DISCUSSION ON PROCESS TO EVALUATE THE SPECIAL MASTERS.   

 
ACTION:   
 
Robert Parcher, City Clerk, presented the survey conducted of 17 municipalities and 
Monroe County reflecting the term, special qualifications, and evaluation process; and, he 
also presented the proposed Special Master Complaint process.  Commissioners Bower, 
Cruz, Gross and Steinberg endorsed the Special Master Complaint process.  
Commissioner Gross will provide a copy of the Complaint process to the attorneys 
appearing before the Special Master for comments. 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
 

 2. DISCUSSION REGARDING REVIEW OF THE USAGE OF TELEVISION CHANNEL 
20. 

 
ACTION: The Committee discussed and agreed that expansion of programming on 
Channel 20 should be done by airing promotional pieces on Miami Beach acquired from 
the Visitors and Convention Authority, and on recreational programming. 

 
 



 
 

 
 3. DISCUSSION REGARDING TELEVISING THE SPECIAL MASTER CASES ON 

PUBLIC ACCESS CHANNEL 20.   
 

ACTION:  The City Attorney’s Office issued a legal opinion stating the jurisdiction of 
televising Special Master Hearings is with the Special Master.  A motion was made by 
Commissioner Gross to not televise Special Master Hearings, seconded by 
Commissioner Steinberg.   Commissioner Cruz also agreed to the motion.  Vice-Mayor 
Garcia was opposed to the motion. 

 
 
4. DISCUSSION REGARDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 

PROHIBITING CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS BY REAL ESTATE DEVELOPERS 
AND THEIR LOBBYISTS. 

 
ACTION:  The City Attorney’s Office recommended striking Sections A (4) (a) (g) and (h) 
because there is no compelling public purpose and the current wording does not cover 
single family homes who request vacating of alleys, street closings and request  to use 
government use (GU) property. The Committee recommended amending the ordinance by 
removing Sections A (4) (a) (h) and (i) and amending the language in Section (g) to 
exclude Homestead. 
 
Vice-Mayor Garcia made a motion to endorse the ordinance as amended and for the Blue 
Ribbon Committee to revisit the proposed ordinance when they convene after the 
November 2003 election. Seconded by Commissioner Gross, those in favor were 
Commissioners Bower, Cruz and Steinberg. 
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